Subject: environmental science

Grade level: 9-10
Subject: senior thesis

Grade level: 12

Senior Thesis
essential understanding

Students will prepare for the post secondary schooling experience and participate in a long-term action research project

overview

Senior year of high school is an important transitional period for youth in our time and culture.  Students are leaving childhood and growing into adults.  Also students are ending mandatory education and making choices that will influence their journey through adulthood.  This course is designed to assist students to prepare for college and life after high school.  This course is also designed to assist students in the development and presentation of a long-term action research project which will serve as a culmination of their high school experience.      
Guiding Question 3:  How will you improve your senior thesis project?  How will you conduct action research for your senior thesis project?
lessons

______ Action research
______ Introductions
______ Final Presentations 
______ Peer Editing
group work

Due date Febuary 1 (mth section)/ Febuary 2 (tufri section)
__________ Peer Edit First Draft- Students will find 2 other students to provide them with feed back on their first draft.  Students will be provided with a feedback form and will schedule a one on one (O3) with each person giving them feedback.    
individual work
Due date January 18 (mth section)/January 19 (tufri section)
__________ Action Research Concept Proposal - Students are required to include an element of action research within their project.  Action research is research data that the student has personally generated themselves.  Students will submit a concept proposal about how they will conduct the action research element of their senior thesis.       
Due date January 18 (mth section)/January 19 (tufri section)
__________ Non-slides Element Concept Proposal- Students must include an element with in their final presentation which is a non-slides/powerpoint element to their presentation.  This could include an original video, interview, interactive activity, or other medium. 
Students should keep in the mind the following information: - how does this media positively contribute to your presentation   -how can you tie in this element to the action research portion of the project?  -how can this media ‘show’ what you want to express in your final presentation?  
Due date Scheduled date starting last week of January 
______​​​​​​​​​____One on One ( O3) with Mr. Boyd- Students will schedule a one on one (O3) feed back session with Mr. Boyd to give them feedback on their 1st draft.  Students will be prepared for their O3 by having their first draft complete and ready and having any questions or concerns ready to share.  
Due date February 15/16
_________ Introduction Resubmission- Students will resubmit their introduction paragraph after their peer feedback and O3.  
Due date March 1/2
_________Concept Proposal for Final Presentation- Students will submit a concept proposal for their final presentation.  When developing their concept proposal students should consider such information:

· How will you introduce/start your presentation in a unique interesting way?

· How will you make the presentation flow between the different topics.  

· How will you incorporate your action research (personal data) into your final presentation?

· How will you make your presentation visually stimulating and effective?

Due date March 15/16
_________ Action Research Summary- Students will summarize the action research portion of their senior thesis project with in a 1-2 paragraph summary sharing any forms of research or data they have created through their action research.  Student should consider such information as:

· How will you incorporate your action research data into your final presentation?

· What research do you still need to conduct for your final presentation?

· How has your action research expanded your understanding of your senior thesis topic?   
assessment 

Due date March 29/30
_________ 2nd Draft - Students will submit a 5-6 page 2nd draft of their senior thesis paper.  Within their 2nd draft students should incorporate feedback from their O3, peer edits feedback and incorporate their action research data and analysis.    
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