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Theory of Knowledge
essential understanding

Students will examine the essential questions of existence through a study of philosophical themes and traditions      


overview

What is reality?  What is truth?  What is right? Can we really be certain of anything?  
This course will explore the foundational questions of human existence through the study of a variety philosophical traditions and text.  This course serves to expand your knowledge of how the question, “What is life all about?” , has been explored historically and how it continues to be explored today.  Topics explored in this course include metaphysics, ethics, morality, aesthetics, epistemology, free will and political philosophy.  Students will be challenged to develop skills in creative thinking, dialogue, observation, logical thinking, research and embracing multiple perspectives.      
Theory of Knowledge
Guiding Question 1:  What are the major themes of philosophy? 
lessons

__________ What is philosophy?
__________ Metaphysics
__________ Value Theory 

__________ Epistemology

__________ Logic

group work

Due date February 16/17
__________ Buddhists Epistemology- Students will choose a topic from the Buddhists tradition of philosophy and create a 4-5 minute presentation on their topic.  Groups will incorporate a kinesthetic or creative element into their presentation.  

Students should use the following questions as a guideline: - Explain/Define your topic – What did the Buddha teach about this topic? – What have commentators taught about this topic?  What does this topic mean to you in simple/lay terms? – What does this topic demonstrate about Buddhists theories of knowledge and truth?  - Include a kinesthetic and creative element  
· The Middle Way

· The Four Noble Truths

· The Eightfold Path

· The Five Aggregates (Skandas)

· Karma

· Samsara/Nirvana

individual work
Due date February 6/7
____________ Students will choose to complete one of the two below assignments 

1. Allegory of the Cave- Students will read an excerpt from Plato’s ‘Allegory of the Cave’ and will create a non-written piece (visual, auditory or kinesthetic) to demonstrate their understanding of the metaphysics examined in this reading.  Students will also write a one paragraph reflection on their understanding of the reading and an explanation of their non-written piece.

2. Students will complete 15 of the philosophy terms below.  Students will give the definition and a one sentence response to how they understand the vocabulary term.

· Aesthetics


- Metaphysics

· Axiology


- Epistemology

· Principle of Causality

- Naturalism

· Dualism


- Nihilism

· Empiricism


- Monism

· Deductive Reasoning

- Pluralism

· Existentialism


- Rationalism

· Idealism 


- Relativism

· Materialism


- Semantics

· Logic



- Theism
Due date February 9/10
____________ Students will choose to complete one of the two assignments below.

1. Spaceship Earth- You are on a spaceship spinning through the infinite darkness of space.  You were born on this spaceship.  You can not leave this spaceship.  

This spaceship is called Earth.  

Write a letter to someone not living on the spaceship telling them what life is like on this spaceship.  Examine such topics as what are the actions of creatures on this spaceship, what are the mental functions, thoughts and beliefs of the creatures on the spaceship, how do different creatures living on the spaceship interact with each other, what is important or valuable to those on the spaceship.  Students may choose to write at least 2 paragraphs or incorporate any visual or creative medium to create their letter.     
2. Semantics- Students will define the word ‘semantics’ and give 3 examples in each category in which their often a difference in the the denotation and connotation of their example.  

-words


- symbols
-phrases


- signs



assessment 

Due date February 23/24
____________ What is beauty to you? -Students will create a project documenting their understanding of beauty and what they believe is beautiful.  Students will choose one item from each of the five senses that represents beauty to them.  Students will explain what is beautiful about their object.  Students will also write a paragraph analysis on the prompt, ‘Beauty Is…” in which they must quote from one source.  Students will give a 3-4 minute individual presentation of their items and their understanding of beauty.   
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