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Psychology
essential understanding

Students will develop a greater understanding of the human psyche and behavior while enhancing their understanding of themselves and their place in the world.     
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overview

 This course offers students an engaging introduction to the essential topics of psychology.  Students will be introduced to the content, terminology, methodology, and application of psychology as an academic discipline.  Students will begin by learning the history of the academic field of psychology.  Then students will explore current theories and research in four distinct and interconnected domains: physiological, cognitive, behavioral and affective. Through individual and group assignments, students will complete research experiments, dialogues, analysis of case studies and portfolio assignments.  Students will explore many topics while continually relating the course to their own development and self-reflection.       
Psychology
Guiding Question 2:  What are the foundational elements of psychological research?
lessons

__________ Structuralism and Functionalism 
__________ Research Methods
__________ Ethics in psychology research  
__________ Parts and functions of the brain

group work

Due date October 3 (mth section)/October 4 (tf section)

__________ Dialogue-Students will participate in a dialogue focused on the provided text.  Students will write a 1-2 paragraph takeaway based on the dialogue.   
Due date September 29 (mth section)/September 30 (tf section) 

__________ Research Methods project- Students will work in groups to develop a question they want answered through research.  As a group students will conduct a research project using two research methods that are listed on the provided form.  Students will need to have the question and research methods submitted to Mr. Boyd prior to conducting their research.  
Students will give a 4-5 minute presentation answering such questions as: 

Why did you choose your question?  Why did you choose your two specific research methods to answer your question?  Which research method was most effective in providing you data to answer your question?  What were challenges your group faced in your research project?  What are the results of your research?  What is the answer to your question?

individual work
Due date September 22 (mth section)/September 23 (tf section)

____________ CRC on ‘psychology research ethics’-Students will complete a CRC on the provided text 

Due date September 26 (mth section)/September 27 (tf section)

____________ CRC on ‘Stanford prison experiment’-Students will complete a CRC on the provided text 
Due date September 26 (mth section)/September 27 (tf section)

____________ CRC on Emily Dickinson poem-Students will complete a CRC on the provided text

Due date October 3 (mth section)/October 4 (tf section)

____________ Regions of the brain project- 
1. Students will create an original visual representation of the central nervous system and label all regions listed below.  Students may use mediums such as illustration, painting or graphic design.  
2. Students will give the function of each nervous system region listed below.    

Neurotransmitters-Neurons-Glial Cells-Medulla-Pons-Hypothalamus-Thalamus-Cerebellum-Optic Tectum-Cerebral Cortex-Hippocampus-Basal Ganglia-Olfactory Bulb-All four lobes (Frontal, Parietal, Temporal, Occipital)-Axon-Cerebrum-Brainstem-Amygdala-Spinal Cord-Dendrite-Soma-Synapse   
assessment 

Due date October 6 (mth section)/October 7 (tf section)
____________ Design an ethical psychology experiment – Students will design an individual psychology experiment that follows the APA guidelines of ethics.  Students will follow the steps of the scientific method to guide the design of their experiment. Students will give a 3-4 minute presentation on their proposed psychology experiment.  The audience will give direct feedback and constructive criticism to help the student to develop a well rounded experiment.  Students will focus on the first 3 steps of the scientific method.  Students will not begin their experiment until after presenting their design to the class.     
Scientific Method:

-Develop question

-Do background research

-Construct a hypothesis

-Test with an experiment

-Analyze data and draw conclusions

-Communicate results

American Psychological Association Ethical Guidelines 

http://www.apa.org/ethics/code/
Google classroom password: v3pj1
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