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Psychology
essential understanding

Students will develop a greater understanding of the human psyche and behavior while enhancing their understanding of themselves and their place in the world.     
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overview

 This course offers students an engaging introduction to the essential topics of psychology.  Students will be introduced to the content, terminology, methodology, and application of psychology as an academic discipline.  Students will begin by learning the history of the academic field of psychology.  Then students will explore current theories and research in four distinct and interconnected domains: physiological, cognitive, behavioral and affective. Through individual and group assignments, students will complete research experiments, dialogues, analysis of case studies and portfolio assignments.  Students will explore many topics while continually relating the course to their own development and self-reflection.       
Psychology
Guiding Question 1:  Why is psychology important in our daily lives? 
lessons

__________ What is psychology?
__________ What are the goals of psychology?

__________ Role of modern psychologists

group work

September 8 (mth section)/ September 9 (tf section)

__________ Dialogue on goals of psychology- Students will participate in a group dialogue centered on the provided texts concerning the goals of psychology.  Students are required to turn in a one page (~200 words) take away from their observations of the dialogue.    
individual work
Due September 5 (mth section)/ September 6 (tf section)
____________ CRC on role/importance of case studies (2 articles) - Students will read and mark-up the two provided articles and complete a CRC on each article. 
Due September 8 (mth section)/ September 9 (tf section)

____________ CRC on Phineas Gage case study- Students will read the provided case study and complete a CRC on the case study.  

Due September 12 (mth section)/ September 13 (tf section)

____________ Role of Modern Psychologists project 
1. Students will research the role of modern psychologists.  Students will choose one career path that an individual may have as a psychologist and answer the following questions about their chosen career path:                                                                                                                                        What duties/task does your career path perform? What locations does your career operate out of? On which goal of psychology is your career primarily focused? What population does your career primarily interact with?  What are the qualifications for your psychology related career?  What is the average compensation for your career?  What parts of this career path do you believe you would enjoy?  What parts do you believe you would not enjoy?       
2.  Students will contact a ‘real world’ professional in their chosen career path and send them 5-6 interview questions about their career.  Students must review the chosen individual and interview questions with Mr. Boyd before contacting the psychology professional.  Example interview questions and  
3. Students will create a 4-5 minute individual presentation about their career path.  Within their presentation students will present the findings of their research and interview questions.  Students may choose to present with a power point, prezi or creative medium.     

assessment 

Due September 15 (mth section)/ September (tf section)

____________ Examining your psyche- Students will begin a semester long project in which they will focus on the examination and development of their own psyche and behavior.  
1. For the first assignment in the project students will take 5 personality quizzes from the provided website and use the data to create a psychological profile for themselves.  Within their profile students will include the results of their personality test, if they agree with the results, and what they learned from the tests.  
2. Students will choose one psychological attribute on their own psyche they wish to focus on for the semester.  Students will use the five goals of psychology as a framework in which to examine their psychological attribute.  For the first ‘examining your psyche’ assignment students will choose their attribute and give a commentary for each goal of psychology (i.e. 5 total).  Students may choose to present their project as a essay, visual art piece, music piece, video, or creative medium with approval from Mr. Boyd.            
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