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Class Overview
A human’s quest is to feel, think and communicate...in any language.
Human experiences, and their feelings about them, are universal. Life’s themes transcend borders and countries. In the end, which differences in cultures actually matter? World literature is a good source of clues to learn about “our neighbors on this shrinking planet Earth”.
Students will discover the meaning of human experience through the language of literature. Students will explore and learn from the differences among cultures and time. Students will communicate reactions, reflections, and questions. Students will write to practice skills in summarizing, analyzing, comparing and contrasting, describing, classifying and persuading. Students will write to enable themselves to use the writing process for their own purposes, attack a new writing problem confidently, and succeed in communicating with others.
Things Fall Apart Overview
Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent. Told throu[image: image1.png]T 88
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gh the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by British political andreligious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new order. 
The Meursault Investigation Overview
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He was the brother of “the Arab” killed by the infamous Meursault, the antihero of Camus’s classic novel. Seventy years after that event, Harun, who has lived since childhood in the shadow of his sibling’s memory, refuses to let him remain anonymous: he gives his brother a story and a name—Musa—and describes the events that led to Musa’s casual murder on a dazzlingly sunny beach.

In a bar in Oran, night after night, he ruminates on his solitude, on his broken heart, on his anger with men desperate for a god, and on his disarray when faced with a country that has so disappointed him. A stranger among his own people, he wants to be granted, finally, the right to die. 

The Stranger is of course central to Daoud’s story, in which he both endorses and criticizes one of the most famous novels in the world. A worthy complement to its great predecessor, The Meursault Investigation is not only a profound meditation on Arab identity and the disastrous effects of colonialism in Algeria, but also a stunning work of literature in its own right, told in a unique and affecting voice. 
The hour of crime does not strike at the same time for every people.  This explains the permanence of history.  E.M. CIORAN 
Guiding Question 1:What role does change play in the functioning of a people and culture?
Lessons (All Things Apart)
__Lesson 1: Building Background Knowledge
__Lesson 2: Setting in Chapters 1 through 6
__Lesson 3: Characterization in Chapters 1 through 6
__Lesson 4: Flashback in Chapters 1 through 13
__Lesson 5: Chapters 14 through 19
__Lesson 6: Irony in Chapters 1 through 25
__Lesson 7: Symbolism and Theme in Things Fall Apart
__Lesson 8: “The Second Coming” Paideia Seminar
__Lesson 9: Literary Analysis Essay and Final Reading Test
__Lesson 10: Sentence-Level Revision
__Lesson 11: Introduction and Conclusion; Peer Editing
Mini Lessons (Meursault Investigation)
__ Lesson: Review on Existentialism & Albert Camus 
__Lesson: ‘The Myth of Sisyphus’ an ‘absurd hero’ 
__ Lesson: French conquest of Algeria 
__Lesson: 1950s and '60s Algerian War
__ Lesson: Kamel Daoud & his perspective of “The Absurd” 
__
Group Work
1._Nigeria; Ibo Culture and Language
      04/ 17-18: Scavenger Hunt
__04/ 17-18: Character Preview
2. Due Daily----- Radio Reading: 
Step 1: You will be assigned segments of the text from All Things Apart, which you are to practice reading. After you have practiced reading your section, you are to develop questions to ask your group members regarding that section.
Step 2: Next, read your assigned sections aloud. Once your section is finished, you may ask your group members the questions you developed. If necessary, you may reread sections of your selection in order to help your group members answer the questions.   
Step 3:  Lastly, be prepare to share your response each day in a class take-away. At the end of the radio reading, respond with 2-3 sentences/picture/diagram/etc. Respond in your writer’s notebook for EACH assigned reading from All Things Apart. 
3. Thursdays/Fridays-----Socratic Seminar-Read and mark up the text and create a question for Socratic Seminar. After completion of discussion, write your take-away in your writer’s notebook and share. 
Individual Work
1.__04/17-18: Map Work
2.__05/18-19: Africa Map Practice Test 
3.Due Daily Vocabulary Workout: (Chapter vocabulary review)
4.Due Daily---Individual Chapter Quizzes: (Beginning of class as your catalyst)
5. Literary Analysis:
__ Due 04/24-25: Setting
__Due 05/1-2: Characterization
__Due 05/8-9: Flashback
__ Due 05/15-16: Irony
__Due 05/22-23: Symbolism and Theme
6.__ Due 06/14: The Meursault Investigation Study Guide Packet 
7. __Due 04/21: The Stranger (part 2) Study Guide Packet 
Assessment

1. Chapter Set Quiz:
__ Due 04/ 27-28: Ch. (1-6)
__Due 05/11-12: Ch. (7-13)
__Due 05/25-26: Ch. (14-19)
__Due 06/8-9: Ch.(20-25)
__ Due 06/5-6: Africa Map Test
__ Due 05/18-19: Debate Point(Socratic Seminar): Christian Missions 
__ Due 06/ 8-9: Debate Point (Socratic Seminar): Colonialism in Nigeria
__Due 06/12-13: Final Reading Test
__ Due 06/14: Compare and Contrast Essay-- Is Meursault and Okonkwo, an example of what Camus calls the ‘absurd hero’?  Justify your answer with close reference to both novels. 
Extensions

The Stranger by Albert Camus 
Readings

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
The Meursault Investigation by Kamel Daoud
Links
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