World Literature
Freshman/Sophomore 
Ms. Almanza
Class Overview
A human’s quest is to feel, think and communicate...in any language.
Human experiences, and their feelings about them, are universal. Life’s themes transcend borders and countries. In the end, which differences in cultures actually matter? World literature is a good source of clues to learn about “our neighbors on this shrinking planet Earth”.
Students will discover the meaning of human experience through the language of literature. Students will explore and learn from the differences among cultures and time. Students will communicate reactions, reflections, and questions. Students will write to practice skills in summarizing, analyzing, comparing and contrasting, describing, classifying and persuading. Students will write to enable themselves to use the writing process for their own purposes, attack a new writing problem confidently, and succeed in communicating with others.
Don Quixote Overview 
Written between 1605 and 1615, Don Quixote, also known as The Ingenious Gentleman Don Quixote of La Mancha, is a novel by Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra. The novel, originally written in Spanish, is about a wannabe knight, Alonso Quixano, who drags a farmer, Sancho Panza, along on a series of adventures to restore the idea of chivalry back to its former glory. 
Interestingly, in addition to being considered one of the greatest works of fiction, Don Quixote is one of the earliest novels. A novel is defined as a fictitious book-length prose story that focuses on character development and action. 
Hamlet Overview 
A play written by Shakespeare, begins with the recent death of King Hamlet, who was Prince Hamlet's father. Following his death, the king's brother Claudius, who was the uncle of the young prince, was crowned the King of Denmark. After assuming position as the new king, Claudius married Queen Gertrude, Prince Hamlet's mother. The young prince is outraged by the actions of Claudius and vows revenge. Not long after the death of his father and marriage of his mother and uncle, the ghost of King Hamlet appears to the prince. Previously, others in the kingdom believed that the king died because of a snake bite, but the ghost reveals that the king was murdered by Claudius. Hamlet then puts on a play for Claudius that reenacts the death of the king. The play concludes with Gertrude drinking from a poisoned cup, Hamlet stabbing Claudius and Hamlet being stabbed by a poisoned blade.
Guiding Question: Like Hamlet’s madness, Don Quixote’s insanity is the subject of much controversy among literary critics. Is Don Quixote really insane, or is his behavior a conscious choice? What might account for the change in his behavior over the course of the novel?
Lessons
____1. What is Socratic Seminar?
____2. CRC method & Book Talk 
___3. UNIT ON WRITING A PERSUASIVE ESSAY: The POWER of Grammar 
_____ A. How to Write a Powerful Thesis Statement
_____ B. How to Write a Body Paragraph using evidence from a text
_____ C. How to Write a Strong Conclusion 
Group Work
____1. Due Daily---- (Assignment 1) Write/pair/share – Be prepared to share your response each day. At the end of write/pair/share, respond with one of the following: 2-3 sentences/picture/diagram/etc. Respond in your writer’s notebook, for EACH write pair share. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
____2. Due on Mondays/Tuesdays---- (Assignment 2) Book Talk: 
Read articles related to Don Quixote book and Hamlet be prepared for your book talk by completing two CRCs. Write a response according to the CRC method.
C- Claim- What do you believe to be true?

R- Reference- Use a specific example or quotation from text to support you claim

C-Commentary- Why is the quotation/picture/paraphrase significant? What does it mean? 

Be prepare to share your response each day in a book talk & take-away. At the end of the book talk, respond with 2-3 sentences/picture/diagram/etc. Respond in your writer’s notebook for EACH assigned reading from Don Quixote and Hamlet. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
____3. Due on Thursdays/Fridays----Socratic Seminar-Read and mark up the text and create a question for Socratic Seminar. After completion of discussion, write your take-away in your writer’s notebook and share. 
____4. Due 10-24/25 –---Don Quixote/Hamlet  compare and contrast Character  Review Project: Presentation must include a visual presentation. Choose one of the following formats a skit, Prezi, slideshow, photos, story board or propose a creative idea to Ms. Almanza 
Individual work
Don Quixote Readings – To be READ in class after completing Write/pair/share.
09-26/27__pgs 111-118
09-29/30__pgs 119–122
10-03/04___pgs 123-130
10-10/11___pgs 131-138 
10-13/14___pgs 139-146
10-17/18___pgs 147-154
10-20/21___pgs 155-164
End Volume One 
Hamlet Readings – To be READ before the next class date. (Ms. Almanza will hand out assigned readings every Monday/Tuesday.)

___2. Due daily for each Don Quixote/Hamlet readings –--Don Quixote/Hamlet Post Readings Reflection (see post reading reflection worksheet as a guideline)
Instructions: 
1. Reflect upon your responses from the write/pair/share of Don Q. and Hamlet readings. 
2. Choose one statement to represent how the reading has either changed your opinion or has further cemented your opinion. 
3. Write a one paragraph reflection in your writer’s notebook describing how the reading has influenced your opinion. 
___ 3. Don Quixote/Hamlet Synthesize Analysis Packet Due on 10-27/28
Assessments
____Assessment: In a compare and contrast essay form citing evidence (quotes, specific examples) of idealism vs. realism in Don Quixote and Hamlet. ALL ESSAY MUST BE WRITTEN IN CLASS 
Extensions
See Ms. Almanza 
Readings
-De Cervantes, Miguel. Don Quixote 
-The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of
Denmark
