World Literature Honors
Freshman/Sophomore 
Ms. Almanza
Class Overview
A human’s quest is to feel, think and communicate...in any language.
Human experiences, and their feelings about them, are universal. Life’s themes transcend borders and countries. In the end, which differences in cultures actually matter? World literature is a good source of clues to learn about “our neighbors on this shrinking planet Earth”.
Students will discover the meaning of human experience through the language of literature. Students will explore and learn from the differences among cultures and time. Students will communicate reactions, reflections, and questions. Students will write to practice skills in summarizing, analyzing, comparing and contrasting, describing, classifying and persuading. Students will write to enable themselves to use the writing process for their own purposes, attack a new writing problem confidently, and succeed in communicating with others.
Siddhartha Overview 
In the novel, Siddhartha, a young man, leaves his family for a contemplative life, then, restless, discards it for one of the flesh. He conceives a son, but bored and sickened by lust and greed, moves on again. Near despair, Siddhartha comes to a river where he hears a unique sound. This sound signals the true beginning of his life—the beginning of suffering, rejection, peace, and, finally, wisdom.
The Stranger Overview 
Through this story of an ordinary man who unwittingly gets drawn into a senseless murder on a sundrenched Algerian beach, Camus explored what he termed the "nakedness of man faced with the absurd." In this illuminating new American translation, extraordinary for its exactitude and clarity, the original intent of The Stranger is made more immediate. Albert Camus was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1957.
Guiding Question: 
1. Man is the only animal whose existence is a problem which he has to solve. – Erich Fromm
Lessons
___1. UNIT ON WRITING A Persuasive ESSAY: The POWER of Grammar 
_____ A. How to Write a Powerful Introduction
_____ B. How to Write a Body Paragraph using evidence from a text
_____ C. How to Write a Strong Conclusion 
___2. Lecture on Siddhartha: Buddhism vs. Hinduism 
___3. Lecture on Existentialism (The Stranger)
___4. Siddhartha Film 
Group Work
____1. Due Daily---- (Assignment 1)Write/pair/share 
Used Quote Analysis Packet – Be prepared to share your response each day. At the end of write/pair/share, respond with one of the following: 2-3 sentences/picture/diagram/etc. Respond in your writer’s notebook, for EACH write pair share. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
____2. Due on Mondays/Tuesdays---- (Assignment 2) Book Talk: Chapter review 
Prepare for your book talk by completing one CRC. Write a response according to the CRC method.
C- Claim- What do you believe to be true?
R- Reference- Use a specific example or quotation from text to support you claim
C-Commentary- Why is the quotation/picture/paraphrase significant? What does it mean? 
Be prepare to share your response each day in a book talk & take-away. At the end of the book talk, respond with 2-3 sentences/picture/diagram/etc. Respond in your writer’s notebook for EACH assigned reading from Siddhartha . 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
____3. Due on Thursdays/Fridays----Socratic Seminar-Read and mark up the text and create a question for Socratic Seminar. After completion of discussion, write your take-away in your writer’s notebook and share. 
___4. 3/02-03 Character Review Project: Siddhartha
___ 5. 3/02-03 The Stranger: Study Guide Questions 
Individual work
Siddhartha Readings – To be READ in class after completing Write/pair/share. 
Week 1:  Ch. 1-2
Week 2: Ch. 3-4
Week 3: Ch. 5-6
Week 4: Ch. 7-8
Week 6: Ch. 9-10
Week 7: Ch. 11-12
The Stranger Readings – To be READ before each class meeting. 
Week 1: Part 1: Ch. 1-2
Week 2:  Part 1: Ch. 3-4
Week 3:  Part 1: Ch 5-6
Week 4: Part 2: Ch 1-2 
Week 5: Part 2: Ch 3-4
_    1. Due 1/30-31---Siddhartha Anticipation Guide 
___2.  Mondays/ Tuesdays Siddhartha/The Stranger post reading reflection –--Post Reading Reflection (see post reading reflection worksheet as a guideline)
Instructions: 
1. Reflect upon your responses from the write/pair/share and Siddhartha & The Stranger. readings. 
2. Choose one statement to represent how the reading has either changed your opinion or has further cemented your opinion. 
3. Write a one paragraph reflection in your writer’s notebook describing how the reading has influenced your opinion. 
Assessments
____Assessment: 
ESSAY PROMPT: What are the similarities and differences of Siddhartha by Herman Hesse and The Stranger by Albert Camus? Prove your thesis in a 2-3 page, typed response.
To Be Written in Class
Extensions
See Ms. Almanza 
Readings
Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse
The Stranger by Albert Camus
